
Dear Brothers & Sisters,            December 5, 2021                          

     “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight His paths.  

Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall 

be made low.  The winding roads shall be made straight, and 

the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.” (Luke 3:4-6) Each year on the 2nd Sunday 

of Advent, we read about the ministry and preaching of Saint 

John the Baptist.  The fiery preaching of Saint John the Baptist 

called the people of Israel to prepare a way for the entrance of 

God into their lives.  Concretely speaking, this preparation involved turning away from 

sin, performing works of charity, ensuring justice, living truthfully and being baptized as 

a sign of repentance. (See Luke 3:10-14) As members of the Church, the Season of 

Advent is given to us as a time of preparation… as a time for us to once again prepare for 

the entrance of God into our lives.  During the Advent Season, we are invited by the 

Church to take sufficient time to spiritually prepare ourselves for our annual celebration 

of the birth of our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ on Christmas Day.  As we look at the 

calendar for the rest of this month of December, we know that there is plenty for us to 

accomplish between now and December 25th.  There are many gifts to buy, cards to write, 

decorations to hang, cookies to bake, parties to attend, family members and friends to 

visit & call, and so on.  In the midst of all this activity, we are being called by the Church 

through the Advent Season to spiritually prepare ourselves.  We accomplish this spiritual 

preparation by taking time each day to pray & meditate, to read & study the Scriptures & 

other spiritual writings; by faithfully attending Mass during the Sundays of Advent & on 

a daily basis when possible; and by going to the Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation.  

Please consider joining our parish community for our 

Advent Penance Service on Tuesday, December 14th & 

Holy Hour on Friday, December 17th.  Like the people of 

Israel who heard the preaching of Saint John the Baptist 

& responded to his message, if we take time this Advent 

to ‘prepare the way of the Lord & make straight His 

paths in our hearts & homes’, then we can be assured that 

we will experience anew the joy & peace & hope that the 

annual celebration of the birth of the newborn King and 

Savior offers us each Christmas.         

Advent Blessings,               

 
Rev. John Large  


