
Dear Brothers & Sisters,                                                                     June 13, 2021

 
    “Take and eat; this is my body”…“Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the 
covenant...” (See Matthew 26:26-27)  As members of the Catholic Church, these words of Jesus 
spoken to the Apostle at the Last Supper are quite familiar to us.  We hear them every time we 
gather to participate in the celebration of Holy Mass.  As these words are said by the priest 
during the consecration at Mass, ordinary bread & wine is changed into the Body & Blood of 
Christ, which we are than invited to consume when we receive Holy Communion.  Last Sunday, 
we celebrated the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ, popularly known as 
Corpus Christi Sunday.  This celebration in the Church’s calendar, which dates back to the 13th 
century, reminds us of the tremendous gift that the Holy Eucharist is to us.  It reminds us to take 
time to appreciate this gift & continue to foster our devotion to the presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist.  One of the ways that we observed Corpus Christ Sunday as a parish was with a 
Eucharistic procession around the parish campus.  The procession was led by Father Rjoy 
Ballacillo, our newly ordained priest here in the Diocese of Trenton, who also celebrated a Mass 
of Thanksgiving with our parish just prior to our Corpus Christi procession.  It was truly a grace-
filled day!  It has also been a great blessing to have had Father Rjoy with us over the past year as 
a transitional deacon making his final preparations for the priesthood.  We wish him all the best 
as he begins his assignment at Saint Gregory the Great in Hamilton, NJ this July.  Please 
continue to keep him in your prayers.  I want to conclude this pastoral letter for the month of 
June with an insight of Saint John Paul II found in his letter On the Eucharist & Its Relationship 
to the Church.  I have included these words in the mission statement for our Parish shortly after 
becoming pastor.  I invite us to read them as some more ‘food for thought’ as we continue to 
strive to grow in our love & appreciation for the incredible gift of the Most Holy Eucharist.  “The 
Church draws her life from the Eucharist. This truth does not simply express a daily experience 
of faith, but recapitulates the heart of the mystery of the Church.”  (Ecclesia de Eucharistia, John 
Paul II, 2003)  

Peace & Blessings,
Father John Large 


